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MONTANA WOOD PRODUCTS EMPLOYMENT, PRODUCTION 
REMARKABLY STABLE, UM RESEARCHER REPORTS
MISSOULA -
Employment and production at Montana’s wood produces plants during the third quarter of 
1992 were virtually unchanged from the second quarter of 1992, reports a researcher with The 
University of Montana Bureau of Business and Economic Research.
In cooperation with the Montana Wood Products Association, the bureau compiles figures 
on 29 plants that produce more than 90 percent of the stale’s wood and paper products.
Charles Keegan, director of the bureau’s forest industry research, says production from 
Montana plants has been remarkably stable through the first three quarters of 1992, with 
substantially higher payrolls and lower production than during the same period in 1991.
Montana’s estimated lumber production was 356 million board feet in both the second and 
third quarters of 1992, compared with 364 million board feet in the first quarter of 1992, Keegan 
says.
Plywood production was 169 million square feet in the third quarter of 1992, down from 
174 million square feet in the previous quarter and 184 million square feet in the first quarter of 
1992, he says.
"The first three quarters of 1992 were an improvement from the same period in 1991, with 
270 more production workers and an $11 million increase in production payrolls. Plywood
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production was up 20 percent and lumber production was up 5 percent.’’ Keegan says. "Most of the 
improvement was in the first half of the year, with the third quarter of 1992 about on a par with the 
third quarter of 1991."
Production employment in Montana’s forest products industry was 4,414 workers in the 
third quarter of 1992, compared with 4,419 in the second quarter of 1992 and 4,338 in the tirst 
quarter of 1992, he says.
Production workers’ wages totaled $33.5 million in the third quarter of 1992, down from 
$34.5 million during the previous quarter but up slightly from $33.3 million during the first quarter 
of 1992, Keegan says. The increase in the second quarter of 1992 was due primarily to annual 
vacation pay and bonuses, he says.
Keegan says lumber prices have been increasing in the fourth quarter of 1992, but limited 
timber availability will make major increases in employment or production unlikely.
"The long term outlook for Montana’s forest products industry is for substantial decreases in 
employment due to timber availability," he says.
The figures refer only to production workers at sawmills, plywood plants, pulp and paper 
mills, particleboard and fiberboard plants, and utility pole plants. These production workers 
account for about 40 to 50 percent of the workers in Montana’s forest products industry. Estimates 
do not include the several thousand workers in logging, mucking and other related jobs.
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